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LIE TESTS BACKED 
B T JOSTICE D EPT, 

1t Says They Would Be Correct 
as a Condition for Access 

V 

to Classified Material 


By STUART TAYLOR Jr. 

SpeoaJ to The Nrw Yort; Times 

Washington, oct. 19 — a Justice 
Department official said todav that it 
would be appropriate for Federal ager>> 
cies to require polygraph, or be-detec- 
,tor, examinations of “randomly se- 
leaed employees^ as a condition of ac- 
cess to certain kinds of sensitive classi- 
fied information, even if there wras no 
evidence of a breach in security. 

The Congressionaj testimony bv 
Rj chard K. Willard, Depuri* Assistant 
Attorney OeneraJ, indicated a signifi- 
cant extension of a March 11 order by 
President Reagan, w'hich itself cali^ 
for vast expansion of the use of poly^ 
graph examinations, but only “in the 
course of investigations of unauthor- 
ized disciosures of classified informa- 
tion.” 

At the same hearing, the Congres- 
siona] Office of Technoiog>’ Assess- 
ment released a comprehensive studv 
casting new doubt on the long disputed 
abiiin- of polyg^ph examinations to 
detect bes in such situations. ' _ . ^ 


' More than 10 other witnesses, includ- 
ing George W. Ball, a former Under- 
secretary of State, constitutional 
scholars and prominent journalists, de- 
nounced both the expauided polygraph 
j ^e and the other main feature of the 
I I March 11 secrecy order, a system of 
ctt^rship affecting more than iOO.OOO 
officials up to Cabinet rank for the rest 
^ ipf their lives. 

\ ^ ^Should Be Very^ Careful’ 

: w I think we should be veA’ careful in 
V ^ obsession with the Soviet Union 
&at we don’t imitate their methods and 
become much more like them,” said 
Ball. Be termed the new lifetime 
.^crecy agreement, which the Admin- 
wtration plans to require more than 
JPO,00(> officiaisto sign, “an appalling 
^uroent” that would “render impos- 
©ble informed comments on evolvmg 
^ gvents” by former officials. 

R. The secrecy agreements require offi- 
^ teals who handle highly classified intel- 
iigence material to submit for prepub- 
^cation review by Government cen- 
^ ^rs, even after leaving office, anv- 
Jhing they write involving intelligence 
including books, articles 
^ S=>eeches and other materials . Even un- 
ciassified information could not bepub- 
, Jished until cleared, and the censors 
jX)ulG delete anything thev deemed 
classified. * ! 

^ The hearing reflected rising concern j 
^ An Congress as the Administration 
jDOves to implement its sweeping new 
•measures to stop unauthorized disclo- 
^ures of classified information to the 
jpress and -others. Mr. Reagan says he 
^ 5ias the authority^ to order such meas- 
i without Congressional approval 
^ ^ut not many officials have not yet 
jagned the new secrecy agreement. 

National Security Parcel 

•: The hearing was held by the Legisia- 
piaon and National Security subcommit- 
tee of the House Government Opera- 
•tions Committee. Representative Jack 
^Brooks, Democrat of Texas, the chair- 
■man, sajd the prepublication review re- 
Jjiiirement “is classic censorship, or 
-‘pnor restraint.* ” He denounced using 
^polygraph tests in “a dragnet approach 
of dubious effectiveness and constitu- 
5idnality^*’ 

t’^The study by the Office of Tech-^ 
Jjology' Assessment concluded that ' 
^there is no scientific evidence to es- 
^blish the validity' of polygraph test- 
jhg"’ to detea lies in the investigation 
U3i nanonal security leaks or in screen- j 
jngp>ersonnel. -! 

•.-sThe study, based on a comprehensive 
Tiroew' of available research, said that 
-polygraph testing to detect national se- 
curity leaks would probably “incor- 
-rectly identify significant members of 
iJnnocent p)ersons as deceptive,” and 
foreign intelligence agencies 
jiught be able to train their agents to 
-beat the polygraph. 


- .A “Only in the area of criminal investi- 

- ;;gations has O.T.A. found meaningful 
i ,^dence of polygraph validity,” aJ- 

- 2^ough there have been “significant 
i -error rates” even in that context, Dr. 
t l^ohn H. Gibbons, the agencv director, 

-Testified in summarizing the report. 

I Mr. Willard, the chief architect of the 
•^^eagan secrecy program, and Gen 
' n^thard-G. StilweU, Deputy Undersec- 
-retary of Defense, testifi^ that thev 
3>eiieve polygraphs were highlv useful 
^though not mfallible in investigations 
i Jit national security breaches, based on • 
i^ong experience in the intelligence ; 
I iJ^gencies and on other evidence. 

^ Also at today’s hearing, the General 
-Accounting Office, the investi^tive 
;)arTn of Congress, Teponed that more ‘ 
^than 113,000 Federal^employees in vari- 
agencies would be required under 
•^e Reagan program to sign secrecy 
Agreements requiring them to submit 
•^eir writings to prepublication review. 

^ Number Facmg tbe Tests 

^ This extends to officials at the high- 
er levels of the White House, State, De- 

and Justice Dep>artments and I 
^other p)arts of the Government a sys- I 
^em of lifelong censorship, enforceable ' 
Zby coun injunctions, that covered onlv I 
inteliigence officials before the 
j J^eagan AoministratioD took office, 
j!;: The G.A.O. said under the Reagan 
j '•order polygraph examinations could be 
[^required of over 2.5 million individuals, 
•or almost half of the Federal work 
5orce, both civilian and military', and ^ 
-L5 million employees of Government i 
contraaors with securing clearances i 
invesugations of unauthorized disi 1 
closures. Demotion or transfer could i 
]^oDow a refusal to submit to a pojy- 
-igrapb examination in the course of an 
^vestigation of unauthorized disclo- 
sures, accorcimg to the March 11 order. 

^ Mr. Willard said the new measures 
oierely extended to those who handle 
;:lnteliigence information the same safe- 
gi^ids that have long been appbed to 
xho^ in the inteliigence agencies who 

it 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/09 : CIA-RDP91-00561 ROO0 100030039-6 



